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Resolution 1975-15-22 
 
CURBING MIGRATORY BIRD DISEASE OUTBREAKS 
 
WHEREAS, dwindling migratory bird habitat results in concentrations of migra‘tory birds in a polluted 
environment, and the potentials for devastating native and foreign diseases are accentuated annually; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, future outbreaks of diseases of great intensity appear inevitable, the consequences of which 
may jeopardize this nation’s migratory birds and domestic poultry resources alike; and 
 
WHEREAS, since neither the U.S. Departments of the Interior nor Agriculture have adequate programs to 
cope with such emergencies that involve migratory birds, the burden of responsibility is essentially 
relegated to State Game and Fish Departments for preventing spread of numerous avian diseases; and 
 
WHEREAS, under such circumstances few State Game and Fish Departments have the manpower 
resources or funding to properly deal with catastrophes of the magnitude recently experienced and 
predicted for the future; and  
 
WHEREAS, a program is in operation and funded through the U.S. Department of Agriculture to assist 
State Departments of Agriculture in handling emergency diseases that affect domestic livestock and 
poultry, this authority does not extend to include migratory birds; and  
 
WHEREAS, since the U.S. Department of the Interior has jurisdiction of authority to assure the continued 
well-being of migratory birds, but provisions currently are not available to assist State Game and Fish 
Departments in combating native or foreign diseases that concomitantly threaten this nation’s migratory 
bird resources and poultry industries;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the International Association of Game, Fish and 
Conservation Commissioners, vigorously urge the Secretary of Interior to seek authority similar to that of 
the Department of Agriculture for declaring a state of emergency and in obtaining special funding to assist 
state Game and Fish Departments in preventing spread of highly contagious diseases of migratory birds 
whenever and wherever they occur; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the members of this body support the Secretary of the Interior in 
acquiring such authority to include provisions for funding efficient means to protect this nation’s migratory 
birds and poultry industries alike. 
 
 
Adopted September 10, 1975 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
 
